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Who can be a scrutineer?  
To be appointed as a scrutineer, you must: 

• Be at least 18 years old. 

• Not have been convicted of an election-related offense under the Local Authorities Election Act, Election Act 
(Alberta), Election Finances and Contributions Disclosure Act or the Canada Elections Act in the last 10 years. 

• A candidate or their official agent can serve as a scrutineer. 
 
Step 1: Candidate appoints scrutineers 
Scrutineers are appointed by a candidate using the Form 33 - Scrutineer 
Appointment.  
 
The form must be signed by the candidate before the scrutineer visits the 
counting centre.  
 
Scrutineers present the appointment form at the scrutineer registration desk at 
the counting centre.  
 
Step 2: Scrutineers make a statement  
Scrutineers will be asked to make a verbal statement confirming their 
appointment and maintaining the secrecy of the vote. They complete Statement 
of Scrutineer form at the registration desk.  
 
The signed form is kept by the registration desk. 
 
If a scrutineer leaves and return to the counting centre, they do not have to 
complete the Statement of Scrutineer form again, but they must show the 
Form 33 - Scrutineer Appointment to the registration desk each time they 
enter. 
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ALLOWED 
What a scrutineer CAN do during the ballot count 

 

NOT ALLOWED 
What a scrutineer CANNOT do during the ballot count 

• Watch the counting of ballots at each table. 
 

• Make an objection to how any ballot is counted. 
The objection will be recorded. 

 
• Sign the Ballot Account and Result of Vote form. 

• Take photos or videos. 
 

• Wear campaign materials such as buttons, t-shirts 
or hats. 

 
• Touch election materials. 

 
• Count the ballots. 

 
• Interrupt the counting process by talking to election 

workers (unless objecting to how a ballot is 
counted). 

 
• Take phone calls in the counting area. Phone calls 

can be taken in the break area (Bar Nineteen 
Twelve). 

 
• Carry food or drinks. Water bottles with secure lids 

are permitted. 
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Counting schedule 
The following is the schedule for opening and counting of ballots at the counting centre. 
 
Only one person from a campaign may observe the count at each ballot box. Either the candidate or the candidate’s 
official agent or the candidate’s scrutineer. 
 
Scrutineers may enter the counting centre prior to the count. The total number of scrutineers may change based on 
number of ballot boxes counted at one time. 
 

Monday, October 20 

Time and activity being observed Number of scrutineers permitted Other details 

Mail-in ballots sorting  
 
At 7:30 p.m., opening and sorting of mail-in 
ballots for all four (4) contests will 
commence.  
 
Scrutineers may enter the counting centre 
prior 7:30 p.m. 
 

Each mayoral candidate may have up 
to 14 scrutineers present. 
 
Each councillor candidate may have 1 
scrutineer present. 
 
Each public and separate school 
trustee candidate may have up to 2 
scrutineers present. 

Once the mail-in ballots 
are sorted by contest, 
councillor and school 
board trustee ballots are 
returned to their ward 
ballot boxes and sealed 
until they are counted on 
Oct. 21, starting at 10:30 
a.m. 

Mayor ballots counting  
 
At 7:30 p.m., the ballot boxes for mayor will 
be opened and counted.  
 
Scrutineers may enter the counting centre 
prior 7:30 p.m. 
 
The mail-in ballots for mayor will be counted.  

Each mayoral candidate may have up 
to 133 scrutineers present (maximum 
number of boxes counted at one time). 
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Tuesday, October 21 

Time and activity being observed Number of scrutineers permitted 

Councillor ballots  
 
At 10:30 a.m., the opening and counting of ballots for 
councillor ballots will commence. 
 
Scrutineers can enter the counting centre before 10:30 
a.m. 

Each councillor candidate may have up to 121 
scrutineers present.  

Public and separate school board trustee ballots  
 
Between 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., we anticipate the 
opening and counting of public and separate school 
board trustee ballots will commence.  
 
Scrutineers may enter the counting centre before 1 
p.m. 

Public school trustee candidates may have up to 123 
scrutineers present at one time.  

 

All separate school trustee candidates may have up to 
120 scrutineers present at one time.  

 

Due to the additional ballot boxes from voting stations 
located in Airdrie and Cochrane, an additional 6 scrutineers 
are permitted for separate school trustee candidates for:  

• Wards 1, 2 and Cochrane 

• Wards 4, 7 and Airdrie  
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Parking at the counting centre 
 
Parking on Monday, Oct. 20 
Elections Calgary has a limited number of parking spots within a fenced area on Oct. 20 on Lots 3 & 6.  
 
Twenty (20) parking stalls have been allotted for candidates/scrutineers in the fenced parking area for Elections Calgary. 
These parking stalls are first-come, first-served.  
 
Note that there is a Calgary Flames Game scheduled on Oct. 20 starting at 7:30pm. Entrance to this parking area is on 
Stampede Trail as noted in the counting centre parking map.  
 
Parking on Tuesday, Oct. 21 
Scrutineers can park anywhere on Lots 3 or 6.  
 
Parking cost and how to pay 
Parking on Lots 3 & 6 is $18 (flat rate). Payments can be made using the pay machines on site, the ParkPlus app, or the 
virtual pay meter (vpm.parkplus.ca). 
 
Questions? 
Find a scrutineer liaison or visit the Scrutineer Support Desk located in the centre of the counting area.  
 
Candidates should refer to the Local Authorities Election Act for full details on scrutineer roles and responsibilities. 


